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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the History, propagation routes
of Buddhism, and principles of Buddhadhamma appeared in archaeological evidences
in Ayuttaya period. It was a qualitative research. The data collection consisted of
studying related documents and researches from library and Internet resources, field
studying, in-depth interviews, and group discussion. Descriptive analysis was used for
data analysis. The results were found that:

Buddhism in Ayutthaya was the Theravada Buddhism. It was originated by the
propaganda from India to Suvarnabhumi, Dvaravati, Srivichai, Lop Buri, Sukhothai and
Lanna periods until the Ayutthaya period. There were important various events about
the Buddhism in Ayutthaya period. They were tradition of royal tradition, the
construction and establishment of the temples with different purposes such as Wat
Buddhaisawan, Wat Pa Kaew, and Wat Phra Ram. There were prosperity, stability and
decline of Buddhism in Ayutthaya Period due to both internal and external factors.
The internal factors were the Buddhist monks' attention to the study and propagation
of Buddhism. The external factors included the absolute monarchy and the
international connection. The Buddhists in the Ayutthaya period did not emphasize in
deep principles of Buddhism, but in general merit making, Buddhist monk patronizing,
temple construction, ceremonies, worshipping rituals, the sacred magic, miraculoys
miracles, and superstition. The Thai Buddhist missionary monks were sent to settle
downed Buddhism in Sri Lanka, called the Upali Wong or Siam Nigaya.

Buddhism propagation in Ayutthaya had many trade relations with the foreign
nations. It was considered as an international trade center. The propagation routes
started from Ashoka Theravada Buddhism, Mahayana, Pagan Theravada Buddhism,



and Langka Wong Theravada Buddhism Including the influence of Buddhism in the
previous kingdoms such as the Lawoe, U-Thong, and Sukhothai to establish in
Ayutthaya Kingdom. This made Buddhism in Ayutthaya as Theravada Buddhism that
blended with Mahayana Buddhism and other religions. The evidences were found in
architecture, sculpture, painting and literature existed in different places.

The Buddhist principles that appeared in the archaeological evidences in the
Ayutthaya period were founded from the temples, architecture, sculpture, painting
and literature. This reflected the influence of Buddhism appeared in the
archaeological evidences of the Ayutthaya period. Those Buddhadhamma principles
were Dullabha-puggala 2 (rare persons), Disa 6 (six directions), Rajadhamma (ten
virtues of a ruler), Iddhipada (four paths of accomplishment), Saddha 4 (faith),
Buddhaguna 3 (qualities of attributes of the Buddha), Puja 2 (acts of worship), Garava

6 (reverence), and Parami (perfections).
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the history, propagation routes,
and Buddhadhamma appeared in the archaeological evidences in Ayuttaya period.
The samples consisted of 50 informants who were purposively selected from the
concerned persons. The research tools consisted of observation, interview, and
recording form in group discussion. Descriptive analysis was used for data analysis.
The research results revealed as follows: 1) Buddhism in Ayutthaya was the
Theravada Buddhism. It was propagated from India to Suvarnabhumi, Dvaravati,
Srivichai, Lop Buri, and Sukhothai periods until the Ayutthaya period. There were
important various events about the Buddhism in Ayutthaya period. They were
tradition of royal tradition, the construction and establishment of the temples.
Buddhism in Ayutthaya period faced both prosperity and decline due to both internal
and external factors such as the Buddhist monks' attention to the study and
propagation of Buddhism, the absolute monarchy, and the international connection.
The Buddhists in the Ayutthaya period emphasized in general merit making, Buddhist
monk patronizing, temple construction, ceremonies, worshipping rituals, the sacred
magic, miraculous miracles, and superstition. Upon this period, Thai Buddhist
missionary monks were sent to settle down Buddhism in Sri Lanka, called the Upali
Wong or Siam Nigaya. 2) The propagation routes of Buddhism were started from India
to Suvarnabhumi via different periods such as Dvaravati, Srivichai, Lop Buri, and
Sukhothai until the Ayutthaya period. 3) The Buddhist principles appeared in the
archaeological evidences in the Ayutthaya period were Dullabha-puggala 2 (rare
persons), Disa 6 (six directions), Rajadhamma (ten virtues of a ruler), Iddhipada (four
paths of accomplishment), Saddha 4 (faith), Buddhaguna 3 (qualities of attributes of

the Buddha), Puja 2 (acts of worship), Garava 6 (reverence), and Parami (perfections).

Keyword: Cultural Geography, History, Propagation Routes of Buddhism,
Principles of Buddhadhamma in Ayuttaya period
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the history of Buddhism in
Ayutthaya period, 2) to study propagation routes of Buddhism in Ayutthaya period,
and 3) to analyze principles of Buddhadhamma appeared in archaeological evidences
in Ayutthaya period. The samples were composed of 50 informants, 10 of the
scholars of Buddhist history, and 40 of the focus group discussion attendants by
purposive selection. The instruments consisted of observation, in-depth interview,
and focus group discussion. Descriptive analysis was used for data analysis. The
results were found as follows; 1) Buddhism in Ayutthaya period was the Srilankan
Theravada Buddhism. There were various important events about the Buddhism in
Ayutthaya period such as the construction and establishment of the temples with
different purposes, prosperity, stability and decline of Buddhism in Ayutthaya Period
due to both internal and external factors. The factors included the Buddhist monks'
attention to the study and propagation of Buddhism, the absolute monarchy, the
international connection, and wars with neighboring country. The Buddhists in the
Ayutthaya period emphasized on general merit making, monk patronizing, temple
construction, ceremonies, worshipping rituals, sacred magic, miraculous miracles, and

superstition. Upon this period, Thai Buddhist monks were sent to settle down
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Buddhism in Sri Lanka, called the Upali Wong or Siam Nigaya. 2) Buddhism
propagation routes started from Ashoka Theravada Buddhism to Suvarnabhumi,
Mahayana in the reign of King Kanishka the Great of India to the Southern Thailand via
the Central Asia, Pagan Theravada Buddhism of Myanmar to Lawoe and Dvaravati,
and Langka Wong Theravada Buddhism to Nakhon Srithammarat, including the
influence of Buddhism in the previous kingdoms such as the Lawoe, U-Thong, and
Sukhothai to settle down in Ayutthaya Kingdom. 3) The archaeological evidences in
the Ayutthaya period were Buddhist temples, architectures, sculptures, paintings and
literatures. Those archaeological evidences of the Ayutthaya period reflected the
Buddhist principles of Dullabha-puggala 2 (rare persons), Disa 6 (six directions),
Rajadhamma 10 (ten virtues of a ruler), Iddhipada 4 (four paths of accomplishment),
Saddha 4 (faith), Buddhaguna 3 (qualities of attributes of the Buddha), Puja 2 (acts of

worship), Garava 6 (reverence), and Parami (perfections).

Keywords: History, Propagation Routes of Buddhism, Principles of Buddhadhamma,
Ayutthaya period

1. Introduction

Studying of cultural geography is the holistic study consisting of knowledge,
belief, art, morality, law, customs, and other conditions which emphasizes the
importance of coordinating culture as a complex unit. However, when a culture is
constructed, it usually spread to both near and far areas. When it is accepted or
implemented in the same way, it can be organized to be the co-culture. (Permsak
Wanlayangkoon: 2003).

Buddhism in Ayutthaya had both prosperity and decline which is due to
internal and external factors such as the period of war with Burma bringing to
religious crisis many times. The history of Buddhism in the Ayutthaya period can be
divided into four phases: The first period ranged from 1350 — 1488. During the period
of Somdet Phra Borommatrailokkanat, he ruled the country in peace and patronized
Buddhism. He also was ordain for 8 months in 1445 and had his sons and daughters
to be ordained as novices. It is assumed that this was the beginning of the ordination
tradition of the masters and the servants in his reign. Mahajati Kham Luang was
written in 1482. The second period ranged from 1491 - 1630. Many temples were
constructed by both the kings and ordinary people for their clans. In the reign of
Somdet Phra Songtham (Borommaracha ), Phra Phutthabat, the “the Buddha’s

footprint” was found in Saraburi province and built the Mondop to cover the
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footprint. He ordered the royal academics to compose Mahajati Epic in 1627 and to
create the scriptures. The third period ranged from 1630-1732. Upon this period, the
most well-known king was Somdet Phra Narai the Great (Ramathibodi Ill). He had a
great role for the Kingdom and the Church. He promoted Buddhism strongly. At the
time, the French had come into contact with Thailand and tried to propagate
Christianity by asking him to become a Christian, but he was firm in Buddhism. He led
the nation out of being a French colony due to the serious faith in Buddhism. The
fourth period ranged from 1732-1767. Upon this period, the most dominant king was
Somdet Phra Chao Yu Hua Borommakot. Ordination tradition for learning was being
continued. He would give the higher political ranks to those who used to be in the
ordination. In this time, Thai Buddhist Thera was sent to restore Buddhism in Ceylon,
according to the request of the king of Ceylon in 1753 to make Buddhism flourished
again in Ceylon, called Siam Wong, up to the present time. (Phra Dhammapitok
[Prayut Payutto]: 1997)

When studying the historical background, culture, traditions and way of life of
people in Thailand. Buddhist scholars divided timeline on coming of Buddhism to
Thailand into four stages as follows:

1) Theravada Buddhism spread to Thailand, a part of Dvaravati kingdom, in
304 B.C. in the time of King Ashoka which was a traditional Theravada Buddhism.

2) Mahayana Buddhism came into existence around 757, known as Srivijaya
kingdom of which centered at Sumatra Island, and spread to the Malayu Peninsula. It
was assumed that the territory from Surat Thani down to the present Pattani. The
evidence was Phra chedi Borommathat chaiya in Surat Thani and Phra Chedi
Mahathat in Nakhon Sri Thammarat.

3) The Pagan Buddhism was disseminated to Lanna Kingdom in about 1057 by
King Anuruddha. 4) Lankan Theravada Buddhism came to Sukhothai Kingdom in 1257.
Thai Buddhist monks had been ordained in Ceylon and came back along with the
Ceylon monks to settle down Buddhism in Nakhon Si Thammarat and established
Phra Chedi Mahathat. They were invited to propagate Lankan Theravada Buddhism in
Sukhothai Kingdom, called Langka Wong, and has been existed to the present time.
(Atthaya Komonlakarn: 2002).

In the Ayutthaya period, Buddhism was influenced to the society. The society
in Ayutthaya period was classified into the Kings, the nobles, the servants, the slaves,
and the monks with different powers and duties. It can be divided into two major
classes i.e. the ruling class and the under-ruling class. The education aspect was put
into the burden of the temples (Wat), the family (Ban), and the palace (Wang).
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The temples or Wats would educate children on ethics, behavior, principles of
Buddhism, Thai reading and writing, and other basic sciences. In addition, students
were required to be ordained as monks or novices before getting education.

The families or Bans provided education in the profession that each family
was. For a boy, it was a career in the home such as ironworks, sculptures, carpentry
work or the service. The girls would be trained in housework such as cooking,
embroidery, and housewife.

The palace or Wang was a high school education. The students were usually
royal family and the higher ranking persons. It provided education in politics,
administration, economy and culture. Wang was considered to be the most important
educational institution because there were many philosophers endorsed. After the
Westerners came into contact with Thailand, they brought with them a Christian
missionary to educate Thai people and set up a school for academic purposes.
Sometimes, it sent Thai students to study abroad to bring back knowledge to develop
the country. The Justice aspect, the laws in Ayutthaya were branded as it is today.
They were the written laws to force everyone in the society to live together
peacefully. The most important law enacted was The Book of Dharmasat, the main
law, used primarily for judicial purposes. The organic laws were the royal laws
enacted dependent to the main law, called Royal Decree Or the prosecutor's
chapter. (Varangkana Nipatsukkit: 2017).

The researcher is, therefore, interested in doing the research entitled “Cultural
Geography: History, Propagation Routes of Buddhism, and Principles of
Buddhadhamma in Ayutthaya period.” This research would be advantageous for the
Buddhist to realize the values of Buddhism in the aspects of its history, propagation

routes, and principles of Buddhadhamma in the Ayutthaya period.

2. Research Objectives
This research consisted of three objectives:
2.1 To study the history of Buddhism in Ayutthaya period
2.2 To study propagation routes of Buddhism in Ayutthaya period
2.3 To analyze principles of Buddhadhamma appeared in archaeological

evidences in Ayutthaya period

3. Research Methodology
3.1 Samples
The samples were composed of 50 informants, 10 of the scholars of Buddhist

history, and 40 of the focus group discussion attendants. The samples were
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purposively selected because they were considered to be the experts in the Buddhist
history and directly concerned with Buddhism in terms of studying, practicing,
preserving, and propagating Buddhism.

3.2 Research Instruments

The constructed research instruments consisted of observation, informal
interview, and focus group discussion. The observation form was consisted of two
parts; part one carried eight issues of observation i.e. series number, founded
archaeology, type of archaeology, age, place, keeping, and summary detail; part two
carried the other remarks. The interview form was consisted with three parts; part one
concerned with the informants’ general information; part two carried three main
contents of questions on history, propagation routes, and archaeological evidence;
part three carried the additional information. The focus group discussion form
consisted of three parts; part one concerned with the general information of the
participants; part two concerned with views and comments of the participants; part
three carried the additional view.

3.3 Data Collection

The following were the stages of data collection:

3.3.1 Documentary studies were collected from different sources such
as books, research works, and websites, etc.

3.3.2 The observation stage was done by the researchers at
archeological places in the provinces of Ayutthaya, Sukhothai, Chiangmai, Nakhon
Srithammarat, and the Lao People's Democratic Republic.

3.3.3 In the stage of interview, the researchers interviewed 10 scholars
of Buddhist history, on three main questions i.e. the history, the propagation routes,
and the archeological evidences in Ayutthaya period.

3.3.4 For focus group discussion, all informants were invited to
participate in a discussion forum organized at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaly
University, Surin Campus in order to obtain the in-depth data of their views and
comments on three main questions i.e. the history, the propagation routes, and
the archeological evidences in Ayutthaya period.

3.4 Data Analysis
Data analysis was done by content analysis through descriptive presentation
obtained from the documentary studies, observation, interview, and focus group

discussion. It was presented according to the research objectives.
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4. Research Results

The results were presented according to the research objectives as follows:

4.1) Buddhism in Ayutthaya period was the Srilankan Theravada Buddhism.
The Buddhism in Ayutthaya period prolonged 417 years, consisted of 33 monarchs 5
dynasties, namely, U-Thong Dynasty, Suphannaphum Dynasty, Sukhothai Dynasty,
Prasat Thong Dynasty, and Ban Phlu Luang Dynasty. Buddhism History in Ayutthaya
period was divided into 4 phases i.e. the first phase ranged from 1350-1453 C.E., the
second phase ranged from 1435-1557 C.E., the third phase ranged from 1557-1657
C.E., and the last phase ranged from 1657-1757 C.E. There were various important
events about the Buddhism in Ayutthaya period such as the construction of the many
temples with different purposes and the ordination of the royalty. Buddhism in
Ayutthaya Period faced with prosperity, stability and decline due to both internal and
external factors. The internal factors were the Buddhist monks' attention to the
studies and propagation of Buddhism, the absolute monarchy’ supports, the
construction and establishment of Buddhist temples and sacred objects, including a
plenty of Buddhist literatures. The external factors were the international connection
and wars with neighboring country. The Buddhists in the Ayutthaya period
emphasized on general merit making, monk patronizing, temple construction,
ceremonies, worshipping rituals, sacred magic, miraculous miracles, and superstition.
Upon this period, Thai Buddhist monks were sent to settle down Buddhism in Sri
Lanka, called the Upali Wong or Siam Nigaya.

4.2) Ayutthaya kingdom was concerned with various kingdoms and countries
due to that it was considered to be the center of trading in Suvarnabhumi area.
Therefore, Buddhism propagation routes in Ayutthaya started from Ashoka Theravada
Buddhism which was sent to Suvarnabhumi. It was assumed to be the spot of Nahkon
Prathom province in view of the Thai academics, evidenced by Phra Pathom chedi.
Kanishka, the Great King of India, sent the Buddhist missionary monks to disseminate
Mahayana Buddhism in the Central Asia, via China, Laos, to the Southern Thailand,
Surat Thani province, evidenced by Phrathat Chedi. King Anuruddha of Pagan enlarged
Pagan Theravada Buddhism of Myanmar to the kingdoms of Lanna, Lawoe and
Dvaravati, up to the kingdom of Ayutthaya. King Parakrama Bahu of Sri Lanka spread
Langka Wong Theravada Buddhism to Nakhon Srithammarat, evidenced by Chedi Phra
Baromathat. Buddhism in Ayutthaya period was also influenced by the Buddhism in
previous kingdoms such as the Lawoe, U-Thong, and Sukhothai.

4.3) The archaeological evidences on Buddhism in the Ayutthaya period were

archaeological sites, architectures, sculptures, paintings and literatures. Those
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archaeological evidences in the Ayutthaya period reflected the Buddhist principles of
Dullabha-puggala 2 (rare persons), Disa 6 (six directions), Rajadhamma 10 (ten virtues
of a ruler), Iddhipada 4 (four paths of accomplishment), Saddha 4 (faith), Buddhaguna
3 (qualities of attributes of the Buddha), Puja 2 (acts of worship), Garava 6 (reverence),

and Parami (perfections).

5. Discussion

The following points based on the research results were discussed:

5.1 Buddhism in Ayutthaya Period faced with prosperity, stability and decline
due to both internal and external factors. This is identical to Phra Dhammapitok
(Prayut Payutto) (1997) that The Buddhists in the Ayutthaya period did not emphasize
in deep principles of Buddhism, but in general merit making, Buddhist monk
patronizing, temple construction, ceremonies, worshipping rituals, the sacred magic,
miraculous miracles, and superstition.

5.2 The issue of the sending Buddhism to settle down in Suvarnabhumi land is
in doubt among academics. It was assumed to be the spot of Nahkon Prathom
province in view of the Thai academics, evidenced by Phra Pathom chedi. But
according to the scholars of Myanmar, the Mons introduced Buddhism into Burma for
the first time because in the third century B.C. according to the chronicles,
Suthammavadi or Thaton, the center of the Mons at the time, had close contacts
with India particularly during the time of King Asoka, who sent missionaries called
Sona and Uttara to Suwannabhumi. This is identical to Bancha Phongphanit (2016) in
the view that in the in Asia, eight pre-historic countries are Burma, Thailand, Laos,

Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines.

6. Conclusion

The finding of the research reveals the influence of Buddhism in Ayutthaya
period on the aspects of the Buddhist history, the Buddhist propagation routes, and
the principles of Buddhathamma appeared in the archeological evidences. This has
been being the significant root of well cultures and tradition of Thai people from the

previous periods up to the present time.

7. Recommendations

The following are some recommendations based on the research results:

7.1 The history, dissemination, and principles of apparent Buddhadhamma in
the archeological evidence of Ayutthaya period which was found by the researchers

can be  implemented to  design  the learning  curriculum by
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Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and for the sake of Buddhism
dissemination.

7.2 It is also recommended that further studies should be conducted for other
issues such as the persistence of other religions in Ayutthaya period and the

reconciliation of different religions in Ayutthaya period.
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