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Abstract

While an amnesty is forgiveness based on legal principles, Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy considers forgiveness in two aspects. First, in the aspect of individualism,
besides morality the necessity of an unavoidable action under a particular circumstance
should be taken into consideration. This view has given rise to the concept that certain
action which should be considered ecclesiastical offences are not considered offences.
For example, Bhikkhu Chakkhupala, a blind monk, unintentionally walked on and killed
several insects. Second, in the transcendent aspect, the well-trained forgive those who
do not know the consequences of their wrong doing, using Dhamma as a principle for

moral forgiveness.
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